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On Shao Zuping’s ASiiH (1898-1969) Cixin jianpin

e

YAN Shoucheng

School of Humanities, Nanyang Technology University, Singapore

Shao Zuping APMH , in his Cixin jianpin F.>ZEFF , proposes the
notion of cixin FA:(» (lyric mind) as the criterion to appreciate a work of ci
#A (lyric poetry), and claims that it is more appropriate for poetic criticism
than Wang Guowei’s E[E[#fE (1877-1927) theory of jingjie ¥E 5L (the world
of lyric poetry), in that all the worlds of the universe are made by mind/
heart: different mind creates different world. The poetic mind is rooted in
touching and moving: having been touched by something, the poet produces
a work moving the reader. In the case of shi 7 , the poet has a certain
purpose, more often than not, aiming at enlightening the reader. In contrast,
the lyric poet usually has no purpose, only expressing the inner feelings
and thereby arousing resonance of the reader. As the editor of the Three
Hundred Tang Poems rightly comments on Li Shangyin’s Z=p5[Z (813-858)
couplet —— “Spring silkworms spin till death, running out of yearning
thread; / Burning candles weep, till no more tears they can shed” —— we can
express our feelings and understand the Tao with these very lines. That is what
the lyric mind implies.

MEEQ e uiduell uxi) (6961—8681) i s,buidnz oeys uo

Keywords: Shao Zuping ANH , Cixin jianpin /02225 , theory of the lyric
mind, ci theory in 1912-1949
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