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A Supplementary Discussion of the Meaning 
of Yu 豫 and Jie 介 in the Yu 豫 Hexagram and 
the Interpretation of the Six in the Second Line 
Statement Jie yu shi 介于石

WANG Chen
Research and Conservation Center for Unearthed Texts, School of Humanities, Tsinghua 

University

In combining old teachings and new theories with knowledge gained from 
newly excavated texts, this article aims to contribute to a better understanding 
of the words yu豫 and jie 介 , and to further clarify the relationship between 
the various written forms of yu. The crux in understanding the purpose of 
hexagram statement of “Yu” 豫 is knowing how to interpret the key term yu
豫 (conceited and arrogant)— in particular, in which manner the characters yu 
and jie can be read as synonyms, both meaning “conceited and arrogant,” and 
how they can therefore be interchanged with each other. In the statement jie 
yu shi 介于石 , yu 于 should be read as yu 與 (and), while shi 石 ought to be 
interpreted as a phonetic loan writing the word du 妬 (jealous). The “Six in the 
Second” line statement of Hexagram “Yu” should thus be read as jie yu du介
與妬 (arrogant and envious). 

Based on internal evidence in the Zhou Yi (Zhou changes), the “Six in 
the Second” line statement of Hexagram “Yu” can be compared to the line 
statement in the same position in Hexagram “Yi” 頤 (Jaws). Furthermore, 
the “Commentary on the Judgments” to Hexagram “Yu” seems to reflect the 
author’s misunderstanding of the teachings of Cao Mo (Gui)’s 曹沫 (劌 ) 
Chu jun zhi jiao 處軍之教 (i.e., he yu yu 和于豫 ) and thus led to erroneous 
association. 

Keywords: The Yu 豫 hexagram, the Six in the Second line statement, jie yu 
shi 介于石
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平王之立與兩周之際的合法性

建構
張若琪
中山大學中國語言文學系

周平王倚仗其母家申侯及其背後的西戎勢力，戰勝了其父幽

王。不過，在晉文侯殺死攜王並迎立平王至東都雒邑後，平王方才

成為被諸侯認可的周天子。在取得王位鬥爭的勝利後，平王勢力集

團及其後人炮製了「幽王滅—平王立—周東徙」的歷史框架，對幽

王與攜王進行汙名化與模糊化處理，把平王的繼位塑造成了幽王死

後眾望所歸的結果，將平王與其支持者描寫為弱主與能臣的組合。

天子、諸侯及其後人都從自己的立場出發，建構對其自身合法性最

為有利的記錄與書寫。

關鍵詞：周平王  二王並立  合法性  歷史書寫
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