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The Remains of Chaozhou Culture: A Review of
Twentieth-Century Chaozhou Sacrificial Ceremonies
in Hong Kong

TANAKA Issei
The Oriental Library, Tokyo

After the founding of a new China on the Mainland in 1949, all religious
beliefs among intellectuals and the populace were banned, and religious
traditions were not allowed to continue. These traditions from the motherland
were, however, preserved by overseas Chinese. In academic circles, these
kinds of inherited practices are referred to as “Resident China.” This
phenomenon is also evident in Chaozhou. In 1906, some leaders of Chinese
people in Hong Kong established the Po Leung Kuk in order to protect the
poor. Various bodies were required to contribute to the Kuk more than 20% of
the money raised in their gatherings. Each year the Kuk published a financial
report. The extant reports from 1906-1943 contain valuable information about
the sacrificial ceremonies and drama performances organized by Chaozhou
compatriotic bodies, especially those once held in Nam Pak Hong of the Sai
Ying Pun district. The present essay discusses clues relevant to this history. It
also discusses the history of similar activities organized by the Virtue Sect and

the Chaozhou troupes for the Yulan festival in the 1970s—1980s.

Keywords: Po Leung Kuk, Yulan festival, Chaozhou sacrificial ceremonies,

Chaozhou troupes, Sai Ying Pun
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