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The Succession of King Ping -1 and the
Construction of Legitimacy during the Transition
from the Western to the Eastern Zhou Dynasty

ZHANG Ruoqi

Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Sun Yat-sen University

King Ping of Zhou, relying on the Archer-Lord of Shen, from his mother’s
side of the family, and the power of tribal warriors to his west, defeated his
father King You. However, it was not until Archer-Lord Wen of Jin killed King
Xie and welcomed King Ping to the eastern capital of Luoyi #f& that regional
lords and elite families regarded him as the Zhou’s “Son of Heaven”. After
winning the contest for the throne, King Ping, his court, and their descendants
produced a narrative of the events, which had a historical framework of “King
You’s obliteration, King Ping’s succession, and Zhou Dynasty’s eastward
relocation”. They stigmatized and blurred King You and King Xie, shaped the
succession of King Ping as an outcome which was in favor with the general
public after the death of King You, and depicted King Ping and his supporters
as a combination of weak king and capable ministers. The Son of Heaven,
Archer-Lords, and their descendants all constructed the most favorable
historical records and writings for their legitimacy from their own standpoint.

Keywords: King Ping of the Zhou Dynasty [&E~F= , Legitimacy, two kings
ruling simultaneously, historiography



