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Poetry Creation of Monasteries in the Mid-Tang
Dynasty from the Perspective of Literary Space

WANG Xueting
Jao Tsung-I Academy of Sinology, Hong Kong Baptist University

While literary space is a product created and developed by literati, it
simultaneously serves as vehicle that in turn influences and shapes their lives
and literary works. Within the diverse and organic literary space offered by
the temples of the Tang dynasty, interest in the creation of poetry flourished.
Temples served as a platform for social interaction and provided unique
spaces for insightful contemplation. The environment of temples in mountain
forests thus fulfilled the physical and mental needs of these scholars. The
special environment of these temples, including their natural landscape,
cultural landscape, the entire Buddhist culture embodied by the residing
scholar monks provided poets with the opportunity to create their works.
Experiencing monastic life had a great influence on poets’ writing and the
further development of their craft.

Keywords: Literary space, monastic life, Mid-Tang Dynasty, poetry writing



