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Yijing %% Numerology in Early Chinese
Thought

CHENG Kat Hung Dennis
Department of Literature and Cultural Studies, The Education University of Hong Kong

Numerological systems often associated with the Yijing Z5#% are not
only used in the work itself or its commentaries but appear throughout various
other classics and canons of early Chinese thought. This article examines the
historical background of these numerological systems by identifying their four
major categories, discusses their political implications on the basis of certain
key numerals such as yi — (one), or yuan JC, and then further describes
the later development of numerology by introducing the theories Liu Mu #|
W expressed in his Yishu gouyintu 7 #$7fZ=[E (Diagrams illustrating the
profound numbers of the philosophy of Changes).

Keywords: Yijing Z5#% , number, numerology, divination, calendrical
cosmology



