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A Supplementary Discussion of the Meaning

of Yu ¥ and Jie 47 in the Yu # Hexagram and
the Interpretation of the Six in the Second Line
Statement Jie yu shi v T Hi

WANG Chen

Research and Conservation Center for Unearthed Texts, School of Humanities, Tsinghua

University

In combining old teachings and new theories with knowledge gained from
newly excavated texts, this article aims to contribute to a better understanding
of the words yu # and jie 47, and to further clarify the relationship between
the various written forms of yu. The crux in understanding the purpose of
hexagram statement of “Yu” ¥ is knowing how to interpret the key term yu
# (conceited and arrogant)—in particular, in which manner the characters yu
and jie can be read as synonyms, both meaning “conceited and arrogant,” and
how they can therefore be interchanged with each other. In the statement jie
yu shi St , yu T should be read as yu Ei (and), while shi 7 ought to be
interpreted as a phonetic loan writing the word du % (jealous). The “Six in the
Second” line statement of Hexagram “Yu” should thus be read as jie yu du /7
Hd4f (arrogant and envious).

Based on internal evidence in the Zhou Yi (Zhou changes), the “Six in
the Second” line statement of Hexagram “Yu” can be compared to the line
statement in the same position in Hexagram “Yi” i (Jaws). Furthermore,
the “Commentary on the Judgments” to Hexagram “Yu” seems to reflect the
author’s misunderstanding of the teachings of Cao Mo (Gui)’s B (&l )
Chu jun zhi jiao FRHE 231 (i.e., he yu yu FI1T7 ) and thus led to erroneous
association.

Keywords: The Yu # hexagram, the Six in the Second line statement, jie yu

shi Sr T4



