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From “Lacks Reason” (shao li V¥ ) to “Reason
Beyond Reason” (li wai zhi li Bihp2Z Bl ): A Study
on the Reading and Reception of Li He’s Poetry
during the Song Dynasty

WEI Y1

Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Sun Yat-sen University

hs

Since the late Tang era, the critique that Li He’s poetry “lacks reason” s
(shao li 7P ) has been a key topic in the study of the poet’s reception history. E/E
Discussions around this issue flourished and widened up under the Song ;J
Dynasty, and the theories produced during this era had a profound influence £
on later authors. The reception of Li He’s work became more diversified and 4
shifted away from a simple critique and doubt of his “lack of reason” or even %

[

“unreasonableness” (wu [i #£¥ ) towards a thorough investigation of his
“reason beyond reason” (li wai zhi li 4N ). The present article argues
that this process was not only a product of the great prosperity of /i xue HE2
in the Song Dynasty, but it also served as a means to reassess the concept of
“novelty ” (gi &T ) in abstract reasoning. At the same time, thriving cultural
projects and the massive increase in the production of books not only had
a positive impact on the general level of knowledge and analytical abilities
of the Song people, but it also prompted literati to think more about poetry
creation methods and reading strategies. From a methodological perspective,

B B S O O B RO

new approaches such as “reading more” (duo du %78 ), “reading carefully” (xi
du #HFE ), or “no need for explanations” (bubi jie N WAfi# ) offered many more

KH 5 )

possibilities to read and interpret poetry.

Keywords: Li He 2% , [i # , novelty, reading, reception



