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A Study on the Role of Confucius in the Han
shu’s JEE “Yiwen zhi” # &

YIU To Sang
Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Hong Kong Baptist University

This article outlines Confucius’ role in the “Yiwen zhi” &
(Monograph on arts and letters) section of the Han shu {3 . His role served
the so-called Old Text (guwen t53X) school of Classicism as both a standard
to measure the reliability of New Text (jinwen < 3L) studies, and as a criterion
for evaluating the usefulness of the texts by the “various masters” (zhu zi 3t
) with regard to governing and educating the world. Based on its evaluation
of Confucius, the “Yiwen zhi” arranges all these texts into a catalogue that
represents an idealized academic hierarchy with each text finding its rightful
place therein.

Keywords: Six Confucian Classics, New Text Studies, Old Text Studies,
Hundred Schools of Thought



