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An Imperial Family History Compiled for the
Emperors: On the Author, Translator, and Reader
of The Imperial History of the Yuan Dynasty JGH]
P

ZHANG Hanmo

School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China

The Imperial History of the Yuan Dynasty (Yuanchao mishi TCEARA )
consists of 282 passages of transliteration of stories orally transmitted in pre-
modern Mongolian with side translation of each word into Chinese as well
as a summary of the contents in Chinese following every passage. Previous
scholarship has regarded a record in The Factual Records of the Ming Dynasty
(Ming shilu BHE %) and the last passage of The Imperial History of the
Yuan Dynasty as the two most important sources for research into the time,
historical background, and the reason and purpose for the compilation of this
text. However, a reexamination of these two pieces reveals that they have been
misread and misinterpreted in previous scholarship and cannot offer tangible
information regarding this text’s compilation as previously thought. Based
on the form, contents, and textual features of the stories included, this study
analyzes the tradition of oral performance in which The Imperial History of
the Yuan Dynasty was produced and transmitted. The article considers the text
to be the result of a joint effort of both performers of Mongolian epics and of
the Yuan imperial historians who were responsible for recording the stories of
the founding fathers of the Yuan Dynasty using premodern Uigur, Chinese, or
later the newly invented Phags-pa scripts. This study further argues that The
Imperial History of the Yuan Dynasty was compiled exclusively for the eyes
of the Yuan rulers and members of their extended family wishing to preserve
the history of their ancestors, and that it was most possibly written down in
Chinese from the very beginning instead of being transliterated with Chinese
characters from another writing systems, be that either Uigur or Phags-pa. As
such, the text represents a joint effort by Mongolians, Chinese, and Uigurs who
worked together to record and preserve the glorious history of Yuan imperial
family.

Keywords: Imperial History of the Yuan Dynasty, Mongolian Imperial
History, author, translator, reader



