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During the early Ming Dynasty, Taoism in Mount Tai Z&[[] (present-day
Tai’an City, Shandong Province) faced severe restrictions due to stringent
religious policies. A case in point is the thousands of extant stone inscriptions

that record less than one hundred names of Taoist priests in the entire dynasty,

among which not a single one from the early Ming. Between the eras of i
Zhengtong (1436—-1449) and Zhengde (1506—1521), the religious policies of g;
the Ming court fluctuated. The indiscriminate issuance of the certificates of W
ordination during the Chenghua era (1465-1487) led to a significant increase in §
the number of Taoist monks nationwide, leading to the expansion of Taoism in %
Mount Tai. After the 18th year of Jiajing (1539), the court stopped controlling #p
the number of Buddhist monks and Taoist priests in society by condoing the g”;
free trade of ordination certificates of ordination. As a result, the problem of i
succession in many Taoist monasteries was resolved. Taoism in Mount Tai saw .
even greater development during the Wanli (1573-1620) and Tianqi (1621-

1627) periods, with the expansion of Taoist priests in number substantially
surpassed the past. During the Chongzhen period (1628—-1644), Mount Tai
Taoism suffered severe setbacks due to wars and natural disasters, and the
situation only improved after the Qing Dynasty unified the realm.

Since no parish registers of Taoist priests and parishioners originally
kept in the Ministry of Rites or local archives have survived, it is impossible
to correctly estimate the number and size of the various Taoist groups active
at Mount Tai during the Ming. Alternatively, this paper chooses the local
gazetteers Taishan zhi Z5[1]175 (completed in the Jiajing period, 1522-1566),
Tai’an zhou zhi ZZZN& and Dai shi 552 (both compiled during the Wanli
period) as entry points to the investigation of said topic. With a wealth of
documentary records of the respective periods, these sources serve as excellent
samples for research into the heyday of Mount Tai Taoism. The present
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study involves quantifying and deducing the scale of Taoist activity during
a relatively synchronous period while also conducting comparative analyses
with other stages of Taoism around Mount Tai during the Ming dynasty. In
addition to various chronicles found at the mountain, local gazetteers and
related documents, this paper examines the inscriptions still extant at Mount
Tai, including those found on steles (on both front and back sides), tombstones,
pagodas, and bronze bells, to name but a few, thereby grounding the research
in both secondary and primary sources.

This comprehensive retrospect of the various stages of development of
Taoist temples during the Ming Dynasty offers a better understanding of the
magnitude and nature of the Taoist schools during their flourishing period at
Mount Tai.

Keywords: Taoism in Ming Dynasty, Mount Tai in Ming Dynasty, size of
Taoist monasteries, bronze and stele inscriptions of Mount Tai,
Taoist parishes



