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On Ma Qichang’s (1855-1930) Mao Shi xue L #¥
£l and Its Relationship with the Literary Ideals
and Scholarly Outlook of the Tongcheng School

CHONG Man Lung
Department of Chinese Literature, Hong Kong Chu Hai College

Ma Qichang B, a latter-day leading figure of the literary coterie
known as Tongcheng School i}k, was highly praised for his literary and
scholarly achievements. While his Mao Shi xue FE5F2 (Study of the Mao
Recension of Odes) holds particular importance for the study of the Shijing &+
#& (Book of odes), it has thus far been widely neglected by classical scholars.
This paper argues that Ma was more than a writer of traditional prose but also
a classicist affiliated himself with the Han school of classical studies. This
intellectual background imbues his work with a unique literary and scholarly
outlook that was obviously influenced by the ideals of the Tongcheng School.

Keywords: Ma Qichang, Mao Shi xue, Tongcheng School, art of writing,
classical scholarship



