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Gao Buying’s (1873-1940) Contribution to the
Reproduction of the Siku quanshu VY 23

CHE Y1

Institute of Popular Chinese Culture Studies, Sichuan University

In the early twentieth century, the publication of the facsimile edition of
the Siku quanshu VUJEEZ2=F (Complete library in the four branches of literature)
sparked off considerable debate in society. Gao Buying =i, Director of
the Department of Social Education, took part in the inventory of the three
copies of Siku quanshu stored respectively in the Wenjin S, Wensu SZi
and Wenyuan i Pavilions, and consulted Chen Yuan [3H (1880-1971),
expert on the collectanea, on issues such as getting it to wider circulation. Gao
proposed the printing of a selection instead of the entire copy, focused on the
reproduction of unique and rare editions, and compiled the “Preliminary List
of Selected Titles from the Siku quanshu for Future Publishication” VY 42
SEFIEH $%3%, highlighting both the collectanea’s value and limitations. These
efforts directly contributed to the final version of the Rare Books of the Siku
quanshu: First Series VYEE 2 FZ AL, reflecting Gao’s contribution to the
research and preservation of the work.

Keywords: Gao Buying, Siku quanshu, partial reproduction, Rare Books of the
Siku quanshu: First Series



