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HWREAW - Relk (IR EERAERERA) ( 1§« AR
2008 4F) » H 152 -
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fEfS - BIRBSEREDK - IR ECHHEB M - BAE T AH
Koo RN XBHEAKRE - i (FEE - iE) REREMmEEBARH
KB TRE ) WHEEESEEW - EREEANFEREFR X
BB TRk, CHBEE M R EaEER T RE , HAl
Oz Bz - FHETE ARG o $2 05 P v 5% (] Mt 3 B T Ry A
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% 5 228 ( Drangiana) (& ILUEE) i DUILAY B BT IE 2 75 50
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#FZ - John Sheldon i@ i B 38 f + B 5 HH 2 L ff #4 K 45 -
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65 "EERk , BEDMREEE R R E TH, o a0 CGEHL - BRE) fE T EENL, - R
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HIR AL BN E RENABEES S - 1 E Y EEER
Parthawa / Parthaw(an) * * 5% ParOaw o © i5 T 55 50 B850 fA R A 2B
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—EBEREERE > EEL—HETEZNPAEF SRR #
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67 C. Bartholomae, Altiranisches Worterbuch (Strassburg: Walter de Gruyter, 1904),
869; C. Bartholomae, Zum Altiranischen Worterbuch Nacharbeiten und Vorarbeiten
(Strassburg: Walter de Gruyter, 1906), 190; F.C. Andreas, W.B. Henning,
Mitteliranische Manichaica aus Chinesisch Turkestan Il (Berlin: Verlag der
Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1933), 303; A. Ghilain, Essai sur la Langue Parthe —
son systeme verbal d’apres les textes Manichéens du Turkestan Oriental (Louvain:
Publications Universitaires, 1939), 36 and note 17; W. Sundermann, Mitteliranische
Manichaische Texte Kirchengeschichtlichen Inhalts (Berlin: Berliner Turfantexte,
1981), 39. 5[ John Sheldon, “The ethnic and linguistic identity of the Parthians:
A review of the evidence from Central Asia,” Asian Ethnicity 23.8 (2006): 5-17.

68 John Sheldon, “The ethnic and linguistic identity of the Parthians: A review of the
evidence from Central Asia,” 6.

69 KB IMEEER R SCH % o HEARFE - AMUL  https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Parthia - f&if H © 2022 424 H 20 H -

70 #ZEEE AR L EE BB P RE RIS TS 0 TEFE M F TRk  Sheldon RER HAF R S
LT RERY R BRI EE - AL B ] B A DU A 2 R HOst AR B (Al - B
John Sheldon, “The ethnic and linguistic identity of the Parthians: A review of the
evidence from Central Asia,” 15.

71 John Sheldon, “The ethnic and linguistic identity of the Parthians: A review of the

evidence from Central Asia,” 5-6.
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# I PHERE T (ostraca) « ™ TR L T BERK L R T A
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H i A IR R S R 8
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72 N. Sims—Williams, “The Rediscovery of Sogdian,” in Byzantium to China:
Religion, History and Culture on the Silk Road, ed. G.B. Mikkelsen (Leiden: Brill,
2022), 492-93. 4 BIFERIEAKEERI K Z W (Zeravshan) JIsAYHERS 3 LU EE
(Yaghnobi) #F8 kKM A& 7 SRS - fERLGESH— ST "0, # [s]
HoA—XGERE T EERER R T T [s]0 BT BEK (1] WIBALR -
i, Antje Wendtland, “The Position of the Pamir Languages within East Iranian,”
Orientalia Suecana 58 (2009): 173, 176.

73 VEUTSURR AR TR A M SR R - B LR T IR R B o A BB L ZE B o R B
Wik - F B R R R RZ AR £ DUEHE E Arshk / Arsacid (ZE) FE
5 0 PLER T R SR e rEa B AUTTRE T iRfR R B o

74 FL#E4E : https://www.britannica.com/topic/Parthian—language * i HIH : 2022 4
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B ZEmAIE AL - BB EHEERFEE/NE - (BEHEERE (HERK)
B (L) 1977 FEEE S W - H 17 BEEK  (BEHEEEN T (FHERK - K
SEHEEMGIE) )  (JLEZ &) 1989 FHE 3 M > H 47 BREE  (EIHEE
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80 David Asheri, et al., A commentary on Herodotus Books I — IV (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2007), 530.
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AFEE B KRR B IRAEREE ESUSERSEAE T
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83 [A ik » H 837

84 [H %% - E. fAFIK - JEAMAIEE - 205 - (ERILRGEERS ) (b5t e
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87 V.B. Kovalevskaya, “Ancestors of the Oriental Horse in Eurasia: Origin and
Distribution,” Archaeology, Ethnology & Anthropology of Eurasia 48 (2020): 136—
38.
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“Heavenly Horses from Pushao”: A Re-evaluation
of the Sino—Ferghana Wars

ZHOU Tianyu

Department of History and Culture Studies, Freie Universitit Berlin

The causes and impact of the two wars fought between the Western
Han Empire and the state of Dayuan in the Ferghana valley in 104 and 102
BCE remain inadequately addressed in scholarship. The immediate trigger
for the war was the subsequent killing of the Han envoys after a diplomatic
dispute over Dayuan’s refusal of selling thoroughbred steeds to the Han. The
result of the wars in which the Han acquired only 30 thoroughbred horses
incurred intense criticism. This article, drawing from historical sources and
archaeological evidence, argues that Dayuan’s refusal was due to the fact that
the so-called “(Da)yuan shanma 563 5 (Ferghana thoroughbred horses)”
were not indigenous to Dayuan but imported in limited quantities from
Parthia. As a sedentary commercial hub, Dayuan leveraged these horses as
commodities for trade with neighbouring states, using their export not only
for economic gain but also as a tool in geopolitical diplomacy. For this reason,
it was not possible for Dayuan to allow its valuable, imported thoroughbred
steed resources to be depleted by the Han court. The article further suggests
that the original provenance of these “Ferghana thoroughbred horses” was
most likely the Median—Parthian area. The terms pushao J#H and putiao
#k found in Chinese historical records thus likely are phonetic transcriptions of
the Parthian or proto-Sogdian toponym Par@aw(an), referring to “Parthia”.

Keywords: heavenly horses, Dayuan (Ferghana), pushao, putiao, Parthia



