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Yao #% Narratives during the Eastern Han, Three
Kingdoms, and Western Jin Periods

NAGATA Takuji

Department of International Communication, Faculty of International Studies, Hannan

University

In China, since ancient times, yao &% has been used as a medium for
narrating history. The term yao refers to songs performed without instrumental
accompaniment. Generally speaking, yao can be categorized into two types:
one that is used as means to point out the good and bad deeds of government,
openly praising and criticizing its deeds, and another that embodies a prophetic
nature. Both types of yao conveyed public sentiments that could not be
ignored by the ruling dynasties and thus played an important role throughout
history. While some yao sometimes sharply criticized the ruling powers, their
anonymity made it difficult for them to be suppressed. This study focuses on
the point of transition from oral transmission of such yao to their transcription
and documentation in historical records. It thus examines the impact yao had
on the formation of historical narratives and explores their social significance.

Keywords: yao, yao of a sonic world, yao of a world of words, Sima Biao,
“Wuxing zhi” of Xu Hanshu (FBIEE - AL {T&)



