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An Examination of Zhouyi Studies during the
Wei-Jin Period Based on the Shishuo xinyu

TSE Heung Wing
Hong Kong Nang Yan College of Higher Education

During the Wei, Jin, and Northern and Southern dynasties, the political
situation was turbulent and social unrest was frequent. The invasion of foreign
tribes into the Central Plains further challenged traditional Chinese academic
culture. The calamity of factional prohibitions and various forms of political
repression in the Wei and Jin periods drove scholars to seek deeper spiritual
refuge, giving rise to the metaphysical quest for the principles governing the
universe, known as Xuanxue 322 (Study of the Mysteries), which became a
hallmark of Wei-Jin philosophy.

The Shishuo xinyu THERHTEE (A New Account of the Tales of the World)
compiled by Liu Yiging £[F£ records anecdotes and witticisms of prominent
Wei-Jin era figures in a succinct and lively manner, often exemplifying the
diverse spiritual pursuits of the literati of this epoch. Among the classics it
cites, the Zhouyi [& %5 (Book of Changes), esteemed as the “crown of the Three
Mpysteries,” was foundational in establishing the theoretical framework of Wei-
Jin metaphysics. The present study examines instances where the Shishuo
xinyu references the Zhouyi and thereby aims to explore the intellectual
characteristics of Wei-Jin literati and their influence on the development of
Zhouyi philosophy.

Keywords: Shishuo xinyu, Zhouyi, Wei-Jin metaphysics



