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Revisiting the Religious Beliefs of the Kong Clan
in the Jin-Song Period: The Case of Kong Yu fl
i (268-342)

CHANG Huilin
Department of Chinese Literature, Hong Kong Chu Hai College

Since Chen Yinke (1890-1969) proposed that the Kong family was
linked to the leadership of the Celestial Master’s tradition, Kong Yu’s
deification has been closely associated with this religious lineage. However,
the religious beliefs of Kong Yu and his family remain subject of considerable
debate. According to Kong Yu’s biographies in the Shishuo xinyu THERHT
5 and the Jin shu &3 , his retreat to the mountains was a response to the
chaos of the Yongjia Rebellion, with the purpose of seeking a peaceful life
and simultaneously fostering a reputation, thus laying the foundation for the
development of the Kong family. The Kong family operated mainly in the
Eastern Zhejiang region, providing relief and support to the local population.
In gratitude for Kong Yu’s benevolence, the people established temples
and organized ancestral worship in his honor. During the later Eastern Jin
period, a branch of the Kong family based in Wuxing adopted the teachings
of the Daoist Five Bushels of Rice tradition. The scholarly elite played an
active role in the transformation of Daoist beliefs in the Jiangnan region,
elevating it from a popular practice to a revered spiritual tradition, thereby
ensuring its acceptance by secular authorities. The Kong family followed this
transformation and, despite facing oppression during the Sun En Rebellion like
other noble families, maintained a good relationship with priests preaching the
Daoism of the Immortals (shenxian daojiao THAIIEZL ).

Keywords: Kong Yu, Taoism, Celestial Masters, religious belief





