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The Movement of Monks in the Jiangnan Area
during the Chen and Sui Dynasties

TSAI Tsung-hsien
Department of History, Taiwan Chung Hsing University

In the ninth year of the Kaihuang era (589), the Sui army crossed the river
to conquer Chen. When the country was in ruins, the movements of monks
within the Chen territory became a focal point of interest. Previous studies on
Buddhism during the Chen and Sui dynasties often approached the topic from
the perspective of the rulers, the Sui dynasty’s control of Buddhism in the
south of the Yangtze River, or the prosperity of Buddhism in the Sui dynasty.
This article, on the other hand, examines the period from the perspective of the
monks in the south of the Yangtze River, outlines their movements before and
after the fall of the dynasty, and assesses the impact of the Sui’s conquest on
them.

The movements of monks in the south of the Yangtze River during the
Chen-Sui transition can roughly be divided into four categories: 1. staying in
their original locations, 2. traveling westward along the Yangtze River, 3. going
northward when called upon, and 4. going northward on their own initiative.
Those who went north under summons accounted for about 34.4%. During the
Sui period, the recruitment of monks from Jiangnan was gradual. Emperor Wen
usually issued summons when monks were required to build new Buddhist
temples and there was a need for manpower and to fill monastic quotas.
Between each round of summoning, there were several years of gap, and many
local officials displayed their reverence to eminent monks by appointing them
to official positions. After the second year of the Daye era (606), the movement
of monks in the south of the Yangtze River became more stable. It was not
until the chaos of the late Sui dynasty that major migrations were observed
again.

Keywords: Jiangnan monks, Jiankang Buddhism, Huiri Temple, Emperor
Yang of Sui Dynasty, Xu gaoseng zhuan #&={&{# (Continued
Biography of Eminent Monks)



