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The Rituals of Si Hang / Xing #£47 in Early China

CHEN Mengjia
China Academy of Art

The issue of Si Hang / Xing as presented in transmitted texts has been
confused since the time of Zheng Xuan B (127-200), leading to ongoing
scholarly disputes. Drawing upon newly discovered excavated texts,
particularly bamboo slips recording “divination, sacrifice, and prayer” [iz%%
fier and “daybooks™ H3H, this paper discusses two distinct types of Si Hang /
Xing rituals: one related to household worship and the other to travel. It argues
that the Si Hang / Xing ritual, as one of the “Five Sacrifices” FLjitl, constitutes
an important part of early Chinese household worship, practiced across
various social strata. In this context, the term Hang / Xing 17 refers to the
path connecting the principal structure at the entrance of a household. Thus, Si
Hang / Xing in this sense refers to the worship of the Hang / Xing deity within
the household. The travel-related Si Hang / Xing ritual is designated by terms
such as Ba ¥} and Zu iiH in received texts, while referred to as Dao &, Hang
/ Xing Ci 177 or Ci Dao’pang ;B> in excavated texts. The former aims
to expel malevolent forces from the home and pray for domestic tranquility,
whereas the latter primarily seeks divine protection for a safe journey. These
rituals remained clearly distinct before the Han dynasty. However, when the
“Five Sacrifices” of the Han dynasty replaced Hang / Xing with Jing F, the
household worship ritual of Si Hang / Xing was gradually forgotten, leading
later scholars to conflate the two.

Keywords: Si Hang / Xing, early China, ritual practice, excavated texts



