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Examining Texts of the Xunzi in the Huainanzi:
With a Discussion of Its Inheritance and
Transformation of Xunzian Philosophy

LAM Fai Chun Harvey
Department of Chinese Language and Literature, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The Huainanzi £Fd§ was compiled in the early Han Dynasty, synthesizing
various schools of thought to establish its own doctrines. Most chapters of the
Xunzi & were completed in the late Warring States period. Its philosophy,
along with its followers, flourished during the Qin and Han transition. The
Huainanzi was also influenced by the Xunzi. However, no dedicated study has
yet explored the relationship between these two books. Even when discussing
Confucianism in the Huainanzi, scholars tend to focus on the “Simeng School”
EFEK and the “Yi School” 22K, while studies on the transmission of
Xunzian philosophy have largely overlooked the Huainanzi’s role in inheriting
it.

This paper argues that the two books are profoundly interconnected,
having identified over one hundred shared phrases or passages. To clarify their
intellectual lineage, this study first examines the Huainanzi’s relationship
with Confucianism and the Xunzi, exploring why the Huainanzi drew from
the Xunzi and the factors shaping its engagement with Xunzi’s thought. Then,
through analysis of parallel passages, this paper points out that the Huainanzi
extensively adopts expressions unique to the Xunzi, reinterpreting them
through diverse methods. By analyzing the transmission and transformation
of philosophical concepts between the two books, this study aims to advance
discussions on Confucianism in the Huainanzi and supplement areas previously
unexamined.

Keywords: Huainanzi, Xunzi, Confucianism and Daoism, parallel passages



