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Duanxu B #& and Kaihe & : Keywords for
Du Fu’s (712-770) Line Structure and Overall
Composition in Classical Chinese Poetics

ZHANG Deyi
School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University

From the Song dynasty onward, duanxu (breaks and continuation) and kaihe
(opening and closing), in Chinese poetic treatises and critical remarks, have

been key concepts in analyzing Du Fu’s #:F (712-770) poetics, particularly

regarding the structure of lines (jufa ©J7%) and overall composition (pianfa .
f@1%). The breaks and continuations in the rhythm and semantics of lines e
transform ordinary language into poetic language. Within Du’s longer poems, E;F;
the turning (zhuan ) of narratives and discussions, the change of topics, and

the interplay of remote connection and corresponding reflection (zhaoying & &
[f), give the poems a quality akin to historical writing. The concept of kaihe ;HE
is derived from classical prose theory: Kai denotes the expansive unfolding of %
narrative or imagery, while Ze signifies a pointed and epigrammatic closure. ;E
The alternation between kai (opening) and /e (closing) creates a dynamic E
modulation of tension in Du Fu’s longer poems, serving as the internal driving 75
force that propels the progression of the poetic line. At crucial junctures, the ’é
construction of individual lines determines the poem’s overall composition, %
especially at the points of initiation, transition, and conclusion (gi cheng zhuan &
he FEHEE ). The opening lines must be striking to secure a broad space for

the following lines; the closing lines ought to draw together the whole piece
firmly or set off in another direction. The continuation between the couplets
and implicit textual veins makes the poem an integral whole, while the turning
changes the topic and connects the parts within each line and the overall

structure of the piece.

Keywords: duanxu, kaihe, Du Fu, line construction, compositional structure



