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On the Historical Events Related to the “Duke of Zhou
Moving East” as Recorded in the “Airs of Bin”

CAO Shenggao

Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Shaanxi Normal University

Since Ji Zha famously commented that the “Airs of Bin” section of the
Shijing (Books of songs) embody “Zhou Gong zhi dong” 0 0 0 O (Duke of
Zhou moving east), later scholars tried to associate the last five pieces in this
section with concrete historical events related to the Duke of Zhou. By placing
this group of songs in historical context, one may find that the “Eastern Hills”
(“Dongshan”; Mao 156) is about the sacrificial offerings to the Deity of Land
before a military expedition; “Broken Axes” (“Pofu; 157) is about celebrating
the triumph before the same deities; and “Axe Handle” (“Fa ke”; 158) is
a prayer for progeny. These three songs are what I call the “Odes of Bin.”
“Minnow-Net” (“Jiu yu”; 159) describes the ritual that marked the beginning
of the fishing season in late winter, and I call this the “Elegantia of Bin.” “The
Wolf” (“Langba”; 160) records a suburban offering to King Wen of Zhou, and
can be seen as the “Hymn of Bin.” As a whole, this group of songs refers to or
reflects upon the magnificent deeds of the Duke of Zhou, including his leading
of the Bin troops to pacify a rebellion, conquest of the Shang, construction of
the new capital Luoyi, and returning the sovereignty to King Cheng as well as
the conferment of posthumous titles. Intriguingly, the eastward transmission of
the “Airs of Bin” to Luoyi and eventually to the state of Lu was largely due to
the “Duke of Zhou moving east.”

Keywords: Airs of Bin, offering rituals, “Duke of Zhou moving east,” historical
and textual study
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