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On the Theory of Na-Tone Five Elements in the
Daybooks of Shui Hudi Qin Bamboo Slips

WANG Qiang
Institute of Research on Ancient Chinese Text, Jilin University
Collaborative Innovation Centre of Unearthed Documents and Ancient Chinese

Civilization Studies

The text titled “Gan zhi” O O in the daybooks of Shui Hudi Qin Bamboo
Slips is important material for the theory of Na-Tone Five Elements. According
to comparative studies on excavated bamboo and silk slips, it should be
renamed “Yu xuyu” O 0O 0O or “Yu xuyu xing xi” O 0O 0O O O . This is the
earliest material found on the Na-Tone Five Elements, which proves that the
theory of Sixty Jiazi Na-Tone was developed no later than the late Warring
States period. On this basis, this paper argues that the order of bamboo slips
nos. 224-237 is problematic, and proposes a new sequence according to the
piece titled “Ru guan” O O .
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