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A New Discussion on the Original Structure of the
Rulin waishi

YE Chuyan
School of Liberal Arts, Minzu University of China

In view of previous scholarship on the characters in the Rulin waishi {35
MRINSE or The Scholars by Wu Jingzi Y2HUFE (1701-1754) and their real-
life counterparts, the episodes concerning Guo the Filial Son, Xiao Yunxian,
Magistrate Tang, and some other characters are most often than not subject
to doubt. The authorship of the related chapters is frequently questioned by
scholars because these chapters not only show a high degree of consistency in
terms of style and content but also differ substantially from the rest of the novel
in various aspects. In recent years, research on the novel has been significantly
advanced by the discovery of a colophon written for the Yurin waishi by
Ning Kai B # (1712-1801) and the hypothesis that Ning is both the real-life
counterpart of the character Wu Shu and the author of the supplementary finale
“You bang” (List of scholars in the nether world). Based on the “fighting in
the battlefield” motif that appears in the colophon and in light of Ning Kai’s
life and works, we can draw some fascinating connections between Ning
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— including his ideas, disposition, sentiments, ambition, and experience —
and the dubious chapters that are inconsistent with the general narrative arc.

Furthermore, the chapter “You bang” most likely supplemented by Ning Kai
also has a close affinity with those episodes. Hence, we can reasonably infer
that the supplementation of the “You bang” chapter is not an isolated event but
a natural consequence of all the dubious episodes being inserted throughout the
novel after the author passed away by none other than Ning himself,

Keywords: Rulin waishi, original structure, Ning Kai (1712-1801),
supplementation



