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A Field Investigation Report of Fan Zhongyan’s
“Yujia ao”

XIAO Peng, WANG Zhaopeng, CHEN Sihan, ZHOU Yancheng

South-Central University for Nationalities

Grounded in traditional literary research, this field investigation of Song ci
(lyric poetry in the Song dynasty, 960—-1076) applies fieldwork methodology in
sociology, crime scene investigation techniques, and methods of archaeological
site surveying to conduct an on-site investigation of the locales mentioned
in a set of Song-period poems, while making full use of the GPS positioning
system, Google Earth, graphic and map-making software among other digital
tools. The research process included on-site evidence extraction, identification
and verification of the locales depicted in the poems, reconstruction of the
series of events mentioned, and engagement of the emotions aroused by the
works by experiencing it from the reader’s perspective.

Through the field studies carried out separately in Yan’an city, Qingcheng
county and Huachi county in Northwest China, the investigators make the
preliminary claim that the “Yujia ao” set of c¢i poems, composed by Fan
Zhongyan (989—-1052), were written in Qingzhou prefecture in the Northern
Song, that is, present-day Qingcheng county. The original point of view might
be from somewhere near the northern city gate. Qingzhou was right at the
junction of Maling Ravine and Rouyuan Valley, surrounded by thousands of
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desolate loess cliffs, and known to be a place of complex terrain and strategic
importance. The “Yujia ao” poems give a vivid description and realistic

representation of the geographical features and ambiences of Qingzhou.

Keywords: Song ci, Fan Zhongyan, “Yujia ao,” field investigation



