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1 David Hawkes, trans., The Songs of the South: An Ancient Chinese Anthology of
Poems by Qu Yuan and Other Poets. (London: Penguin Books Ltd, 1985). ¥y & &
% BEBARGE (R G —DL (BEE) Rrhl) (EBE - 2R L - 2005
) o Gopal Sukhu, The Shaman and the Heresiarch: A New Interpretation of the Li
Sao (New York: State University of New York Press, 2012). Ping-leung Chan B/H F |
“Chu Tzu and Shamanism in Ancient China” (Ph.D. diss., The Ohio State University,
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2 David Hawkes, “The Quest of the Goddess,” in Classical, Modern and Humane:
Essays in Chinese Literature, eds. John Minford and Wong Siu Kit (Hong Kong: The
Chinese University Press, 1989), 122.
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Ping-leung Chan, “Chu Tzu and Shamanism in Ancient China”, 113-114 -

9 Gopal Sukhu, The Shaman and the Heresiarch: A New Interpretation of the Li Sao, 76.
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A Flight to the Celestial Court: Religious Speeches
and Rituals in “Lisao” Bf5E

CHEN Hung To
Department of Chinese, The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong

Often considered the origin of fu & (rhapsody), “Lisao” &%
(Encountering sorrow) is composed based on an amalgamation of events
happening in real and imaginary realms. Through depicting a fantastic flight
to the celestial court, the text presents the protagonist’s quest by alluding to
numerous mythologies.

The publications of newly excavated materials offer groundbreaking
insights to re-evaluate how the “Lisao” is related to the religious ceremonies in
Chu. By incorporating these findings into the study of “Lisao,” this paper seeks
to explore the meaning of the imaginary flight and explain why a shaman is
often deployed to communicate with the gods and spirits in the text. Through
a comparison of the narrative structure and the semantic usage between the
excavated texts and “Lisao,” this paper contends that the protagonist’s action
portrayed in “Lisao” can only be understood via a thorough investigation of
divination and sacrificial practices. By providing a new explanation of the
protagonist’s quest, this case study shall shed light on how ritual practices
influenced literary works composed in early China.

Keywords: “Lisao” Bff¥ , religious speeches, rituals, divination
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